1788.

Paflzd Do-
cember 23,
Preamble.

Perfonsclaim-
mg entitled to
z patent, &c.

Chancellor to
dire€tthetrea-
furer, &c.

Cettiers pav-
ing paid, en-
tirled toacer-
iificate, &c.

No procels

thall iflue,
oo
wC.

Not neeeffary
L maxe proof,
&,

LAWS of MARYLAND.

C H A P XL.

An ACT for the relief of certain purchafers of: confifcated property.
& S ¥ HEREAS fundry inhabitants of Czcil county have, by their humble
petition, fet forth, that they were poflefled of certain lands lying
within Cecil county, and known by the name of the Nottingham
Lot Lands and the Welch Traét, by virtue of equitable titles acquired under the
proprictors of Pennfylvania at 2 time when the boundaries between the provinces
were in controverly and unfettled, which titles were fecured to them by an agree-
ment made in the year one thoufand feven hundred and thirty-two, between the
faid proprietors; and not being able fince to acquire legal titles, their lands have
been fold by the intendant of the revenue as confifcated property, which fales they
are defirous to be relieved from: And whereas the legiflature are of opinion,
that the faid petitioners, and all others fimilarly circumftanced, are entitled to the

aid and affiftance of the legiflature: Therefore,

I1. B¢ it enated, by the General Affembly of Maryland, That all perfons claim-
ing the faid lands in Czcil county, known by the name of the Nottingham Lands,
or the Welch Tra&, by virtue of any grant, warrant, leafe, patent, licence or
agreement, from the proprietors of Pennfylvania, or their agents, at any time
prior to the fifteenth day of May, feventeen hundred and twenty-four, and all
perfons claiming by, from or under, fuch fettlers, or any of them, fhall be en-
titled to a patent from the ftate of Maryland for fuch part of the faid land as they
now hold, or may be entitled to, by virtue of any fuch grant, patent, leafe, war-
rant, licence or agreement, with the proprietor or proprietors of Pennfylvania, or
their agents, upon making fuch title appear to the fatisfaction of the chancellor,
and upon paying for their lands at the rate of fifteen pounds per hundred acres in
depreciation and other liquidated ftate certificates, and the fees of office, and all
the fees chargeable to this ftate in making and returning furveys of the faid lands,
and all legal cofts of fuit incurred on their bonds, which have not been remitted
by former refolves or acts of aflembly,

III. 9no be it enatted, That the chancellor is hereby authorifed to dire@ the
treafurer of the weftern fhore to deliver up fuch perfons bonds as are now in the
treafury, upon proving titles and making fuch payments as are above defcribed,

rovided that fuch proof and payment -be made within one year from the end of
this prefent feflion of afflembly. '

IV. ang be it enafted, That if any of the faid fettlers have paid all or an
part of their bonds, that upon proving title as aforefaid, and paying fees of of}-'
fice, and all fees attending the furveys as aforefaid, and all legal cofts of fuit which
have accrued on their faid bonds, and which have not been remitted by former
refolves or acts of affembly, fuch fettlers fhall be entitled to receive a certificate
from the treaturer of the weftern thore, for the furplus of their faid bond, after
deducing fifteen pounds per hundred for every hundred acres of land fuch fettlers
fhall be entitled to; and that fuch certificate fhall be receivable by this ftate, in
the fame payments as depreciation or other liquidated ftate certificates are. ’

V. and be it enafted, That no further or other procefs thall hereafter-iffue on
any fuch bonds, at any time within one year from the end of this prefent feflion

‘of affembly. ’

VI. ano be it enaded, That it fhall not be neceffary for any perfon or per-
fons, claiming any part or parcel of the aforefaid lands, to make proof ‘before the
chancellor of any intermédiate title derived from any other perfon or perfons ori-
ginally claiming under the faid proprietor or proprietors of Pennfylvania, or their
agents as aforefaid, excepta poffeffion of fuch part or parcel of the faid lands
acquired immediately by defcent or purchafe, but proof of the ofiginal grant,
patent, leafe, warrant, licence or-agreement, from the faid propriétors;-ér-their
agents, together with the pofleffion derived as aforefaid, fhall be deemed fufficient
evidence of title. '

VII. Providen



